National Democratic Revolution, Part 10

SARS on the NDR

In July 2012 the South African Road to Socialism document

was adopted by the South African Communist Party at its 13"
National Congress. Chapter 4 of the document (attached and
linked below) deals with the National Democratic Revolution.

Among other things it says:

“The SACP has consistently believed that it is possible and
necessary to advance and develop a national democratic
revolutionary strategy of this kind that unites, in action, a
range of classes and social strata. We have also always
believed that within our South African reality, unless the
working class builds its hegemony in every site of power,
and unless socialist ideas, values, organisation and
activism boldly assert themselves, the NDR will lose its
way and stagnate.”

In Chapter 5, also included in the attached extract from SARS,
the question of the SACP standing candidates is dealt with, in
the following very clear terms:



“Whether the Party does this and how it does it are
entirely subject to conjunctural realities and indeed to
engagement with our strategic allies. There are, however,
three fundamental principles that will continue to guide us
in this matter:

e “The SACP is not, and will never become, a narrowly
electoralist formation;

e “Our approach to elections will be guided in this phase
of the struggle by our overall strategic commitment to
advancing, deepening and defending the national
democratic revolution — the South African road to
socialism; and

e “Our strategic objective in regard to state power is to
secure not party political but working class hegemony
over the state.”

SARS is the strategic policy document of the SACP.

» The above is to introduce the original reading-text: SA Road to
Socialism, 2012, Chapters 4 and 5, National Democratic Revolution.

« To download any of the CU courses in PDF files please click here.
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